Methods of Elaboration
FOREVER PAPER

1. Anecdote:  Use a short tale (real or make it up) to support a reason/main idea.

2.  Dialogue:  Use dialogue (real, made up, or your thoughts) to support a reason/main idea.

3. Imagery:  Create an image that appeals to one, some or all of the five senses to support a reason/main idea.
4.  Figurative Language – Create an original comparison to illustrate a point or connect with the audience
5. Analogies – draw a literal comparison between two things to give the reader something to visualize or connect to on another level.

6. Allusion – Draw a connection to well known literature, movies, art or music to clarify the subject/topic for the audience.
7. Quotations – Incorporate quotations from outside sources to bring perspective to the subject or as additional support for a point.
8. Facts/examples/explanations/definitions – a good writer is detail oriented and avoids sweeping generalizations.  Incorporate truthful details to educate your reader or persuade him or her.
9. Repetition/Parallel episodes – A writer will repeat a word, a phrase, sentence construction and even events for a variety of technical and stylistic reasons.

10. Expanded moment/deep description – Instead of speeding past a moment, writers often emphasize it by slowing down and expanding the scene.
Many of these techniques naturally work together.  Depending on your purpose and audience, some are more effective than others.  All of them improve your writing if you invest the time to learn and practice them in your own work.  When you are a reader, be a writer too and look for them at work  in whatever you are reading.

